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Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

This boy is telling all the things he can do at the park with his dad. 

Read to find out what he says he can do.  Point under each word as you read.

 RW 24
E 3

A

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Nick went to bed but something was missing, and he could not go to sleep. 

Read to find out how his mom tried to help him find out what was missing.

 RW 215
E 23

G

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

Jill was running for class president. Read to find out what happened 

when she gave her campaign speech in the auditorium. 

 RW 212
E 23

R

The Electionby Roy W. Sorrels

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

The International Space Station is a gigantic laboratory being assembled 

in orbit above Earth.  Read to learn about the ISS and how it may be used 

in the future.

 RW 190
E 20

Y

Heinemann introduces the

Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark 
Assessment System
Teachers’ Most Reliable Resource for:

• Placing Students on the Fountas and Pinnell 

A–Z Text Gradient

• Assessing and Understanding Students’ 

Reading Performance

• Connecting Assessment to Instruction.



A NEW Benchmark in Assessment—
Assessment Linked to Instruction
In 1996, Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell revolutionized classroom teaching with their 
systematic approach to small-group reading instruction as described in their groundbreaking 
text, Guided Reading. Over the years Fountas and Pinnell have brought their systematic, 
critical sensibility to all areas of classroom practice through publications like Guiding Readers 
and Writers and Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency. Teachers worldwide recognize 
in these publications the authors’ deep understanding of classroom realities and their respect 
for the challenges facing teachers.

With the all-new Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System, 

the authors respond to the demands teachers and administrators 

have expressed over the years. Specifi cally, Fountas and Pinnell:

• Recognized the need for a comprehensive assessment system 

that is intimately and gracefully linked to classroom instruction 

• Recognized the absence of a reliable and specifi c system for 

matching students’ instructional and independent reading abilities 

to the comprehensive Fountas and Pinnell A–Z text gradient 

• Recognized that existing systems for assessing reading lacked 

the kind of detailed and quantifi able assessment of reading 

comprehension that is crucial to truly understanding children 

• Recognized that this essential piece was missing from their 

systematic support for literacy instruction.

Developed by the authors in response to these demands, the 

Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System is every bit as 

revolutionary as Guided Reading was in 1996 and refl ects 

the same exquisite quality and attention to critical aspects of 

teaching and learning. Specifi c features of the Fountas & Pinnell 

Benchmark Assessment System enable you to:

• Determine your students’ independent and instructional 

reading levels

• Group students for reading instruction

• Select texts that will be productive for a student’s instruction

• Assess the outcomes of teaching

• Assess a new student’s reading level for independent 

reading and instruction

• Identify students who need intervention and extra help

• Document student progress across a school year and 

across grade levels

• Create class profi les

• Inform parent conferences.

Kindergarten

Grade One

Grade Two

Grade Three

Grade Four

Grade Five

Grade Six

Grades Seven,
Eight

Fountas & Pinnell
LEVELS
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Y
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N
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System 1

Levels A–N

Benchmark
System 2

Levels L–Z



The Fountas & Pinnell
Benchmark Assessment System 
Engaging and Informative Benchmark Books
• 58 newly created high-quality books have been written expressly for the purposes 

of literacy assessment along the Fountas and Pinnell text gradient A–Z. 

• Each book was developed under the careful direction and supervision of Fountas and 

Pinnell according to their strict leveling protocols.

• To further ensure proper leveling, Fountas and Pinnell asked a team of experienced 

classroom teachers to vet each book, and Heinemann conducted a formal fi eld study 

of the leveling that involved a broad spectrum of students across the U.S.

Sensitive and Reliable Assessment Data
• Recording Forms guide teachers through an assessment protocol that reveals a wealth 

of information about the reader, including the reader’s accuracy and self-corrections, 

comprehension, and fl uency. 

• An innovative Comprehension Conversation is part of the assessment protocol at 

every level and provides details about a reader’s thinking within and beyond the text at 

levels A–K; and within, beyond, and about the text at levels J–Z.

• Optional assessments allow teachers to gather further details when necessary to more 

precisely pinpoint a reader’s needs. 

Linked to Teaching to Inform Instructional Decision Making 
• The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System includes a copy of Fountas and 

Pinnell’s A Continuum of Literacy Learning. This tool helps teachers link the results 

of the assessment to their teaching to ensure students’ growth as learners.

PLUS Practical Technology Resources
• User-friendly CDs and the new F&P Calculator/Stopwatch provide teachers with time-

saving options for printing out forms, managing student data, and calculating scores.

• The Professional Development DVD presents video models of teachers implementing 

the assessment, opportunities for coding and scoring practice, and data-analysis 

discussions.

1• 800 • 225 • 5800  www.FountasAndPinnellBenchmarkAssessment.com



Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

In this story, each animal went into a little house and said, “What a nice little 

house!” Read to find out what happened when all the animals went in.

 RW 129

E 14

D

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Ben’s family and the other families on the street got a note from their 
new neighbors. In the note their new neighbors invited them to see 
their surprise horses. Read to find out what kind of horses they were.

   RW 224

E 24

J

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Kate had a loose tooth, and she tried lots of things to make it come 
out. Read to find out what happened to Kate’s loose tooth. RW 198

E 21

E

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1
This boy is telling all the things he can do at the park with his dad. 

Read to find out what he says he can do.  Point under each word as you read.

 RW 24

E 3

A

1

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

 RW 266

E 28

K

essment System 1

Animals and people have five senses. But animal senses do not always 

work like people’s senses work.  Read to find out how some animals 

see, touch, taste, smell, and hear.

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Mother Bird makes a nest with sticks and grass and then she lays 

her eggs in the nest. Read to find out what she does to take care 

of her new baby birds.

 RW 165

E 18

F

nt System 1

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1Koalas are animals that live in a country called Australia. Read this book 

to learn all about how koalas live, what they eat and about their babies.

 RW 213

E 23

I

essment System 1

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

April was reading a book about a dog who rescued a man. She decided to 

write a letter to her favorite author, Julia Reed. She wanted the author to 

write a book about Golden Boy. Read to find out what happened.

 RW 267
E 28

L

Dog Stories

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Bubbles are filled with air like balloons. Read to find out about 

all different kinds of bubbles and how they are made.

 RW 152
E 16

G

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

This girl has a little dog. Read to find out all the things her little 
dog likes to do with her. Point under each word as you read.

 RW 55

E 6

B

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1
Nick went to bed but something was missing, and he could not go to sleep. 

Read to find out how his mom tried to help him find out what was missing.

 RW 215

E 23

G

1

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1
There are many kinds of trucks and they do important jobs. Read to 

find out about the different kinds of trucks and the jobs they do.

 RW 188

E 20

H

1

A boy named Spencer went to a farm to pick out a cat, but he had trouble 
finding the best cat. Read to find out if Spencer found the best cat for him. RW 263

E 28

I

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

A boy is helping his mother shop for food in the market.  Read 

to see what the boy gets for his mom and what she gets for him.

 RW 96
E 11

C

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

In this book, a girl is playing with lots of different things. Read about all the 
things she likes to play with. Point under each word as you read.  RW 56

E 7

B

58 Benchmark Books

Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Levels A–N
28 books (14 fi ction and 14 nonfi ction)

Each book, written by the highest quality authors and illustrators, is 16 pages.

Level Fiction Nonfi ction

A Best Friends At the Park

B My Little Dog Playing

C Socks Shopping

D The Nice Little House Our Teacher, Mr. Brown

E The Loose Tooth The Zoo

F Anna’s New Glasses From Nest to Bird

G Bedtime for Nick Bubbles

H The Sleepover Party Trucks

I The Best Cat All About Koalas

J Our New Neighbors More Than a Pet

K  Edwin’s Haircut Surprising Animal Senses

L Dog Stories Giants of the Sea

M The Thing About Nathan The Life of a Monarch Butterfl y 

N The Big Snow Exploring Caves

The 58 newly created Benchmark Books are the 

centerpiece of the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark 

Assessment System. These books, written expressly 

for assessment, provide the material for the student’s 

oral and silent reading from which the teacher can 

observe many dimensions of reading behavior. 

The fi ction and nonfi ction books were all written 

and edited under the leadership of Fountas and 

Pinnell to conform to the designated Fountas and 

Pinnell level.

They each refl ect the specifi c characteristics of the 

designated level as outlined in Leveled Books, K–8: 

Matching Texts to Readers for Effective Teaching 

(Fountas and Pinnell, 2006).

Variety of fi ction
• Realistic fi ction

• Simple animal fantasy

• Historical fi ction

Variety of nonfi ction

• Simple factual texts

• Biography

• Informational texts 

on science and social 

studies topics



ISBN-13: 978-0-325-01169-1
ISBN-10: 0-325-01169-9
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Total Running Words 152 Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Nonfiction

Benchmark Assessment System

Fountas & Pinnell
A to Z 

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Bubbles are filled with air like balloons. Read to find out about 
all different kinds of bubbles and how they are made. RW 152

E 16

G

The Internet: Getting Connected
by George Capaccio

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

The Internet is a network of networks for communication. Read to learn 

about its history and how it works.
 RW 206

E 10

X

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2
Brody was trying very hard to lose weight so he could win at wrestling. 

Read to find out what happened.

em 2

 RW 219

E 24

X

A Weighty Decision 
by Donna Latham

A Call for Change
By Sarah Wolbach

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

In this essay, Sarah writes to the editor of the newspaper to make a 
proposal. Read to find out the problem she wants to solve.

 RW 209

E 22

V

Dogs at Work
by Luka Berman

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2
Guide dogs help blind people in many different ways.  Read to find out 

how they are trained and how they do many important jobs.

em 2

 RW 215

E 23

N

Hang On, Baby Monkeyby Donna Latham

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

A baby monkey is born and hangs on to his mother’s back. Read to find out 

how the other monkeys help the mother care for her newborn monkey.

 RW 198

E 21

L

Ernie Learns
by Joanna Korba

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2
Brett was trying to train his puppy Ernie to obey him.  Read to find out 

about the problems Brett had trying to teach Ernie.

em 2

 RW 215

E 23

L

Tsunamis:
Mighty Ocean Waves

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

Ari Afrizal survived a tsunami in 2004. Read to learn about these powerful 
and treacherous waves. RW 217

E 23

V

by George Capaccio

by Katharine Herenger

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

People tell stories, or myths, about snakes. Read to find out about five 

myths people tell and learn about one of the truths.

 RW 217
E 23

O

Earthquakes

by Katharine Herenger

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2Seismologists are scientists who study ways to measure earthquakes and 

their causes. Read to find out what scientists have learned. 

sessment System 2

 RW 222

E 24

U

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

The Beijing-Lhasa Railroad runs through the mountains of China and Tibet. 

Read to learn about its problems and its beauty.

 RW 229
E 25

Z

The Train at the Top of the Worldby Lynea Bowdish

Not Too Cold 

for a Polar Bear

by Kitty Colton

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

Polar bears adapt to their environment. Read to find out how these 

interesting animals survive the cold.

sment System 2

 RW 242

E 26

Q

Could Be Worse

by Sharon Fear

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2Ray lived in a van with his dad, who was trying to find a job.  Read to find 

out how Ray helped his dad.

sessment System 2

 RW 225

E 24

S

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

Animals in the rain forest rely on adaptations—ways they look or ways 

they behave to help them survive. Read to find out how these animals 

adapt to their environments.

 RW 223
E 24

S

Amazing Animal Adaptationsby D.M. Longo

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

Pale Male is a red-tailed hawk. He made a nest on the ledge of an 

apartment building in New York City. Read to find out what happened.

 RW 207
E 22

M

City Hawksby Maryann Dobeck

Saying Goodbye
by Moira Glass

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

Luis is grieving about the death of his best friend. Read to learn about Luis’ 

feelings of grief and how he coped with them.

 RW 214

E 23

Y

Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

Levels L–Z
30 books (15 fi ction and 15 nonfi ction)

Each book, written by the highest quality authors and illustrators, is 4 pages.

Level Fiction Nonfi ction

L Ernie Learns Hang On, Baby Monkey

M Saving Up City Hawks

N Vanessa’s Butterfl y Dogs at Work

O The New Girl Snake Myths

P Plenty of Pets Animal Instincts

Q A Secret Home Not Too Cold for a Polar Bear

R The Election Fishing Smarts

S Could Be Worse Amazing Animal Adaptations

T Get a Horse! Why Do Wolves Howl?

U Canyon Mystery Earthquakes 

V A Call for Change Tsunamis: Mighty Ocean Waves 

W How I Spent My Summer Vacation Obituary: Coretta Scott King 1927–2006

X A Weighty Decision The Internet 

Y Saying Goodbye The International Space Station

Z Surviving the Blitz The Train at the Top of the World

Each book is clearly labeled:

1  Level

2  Book Introduction

3  Running Words for the 

Reading Record

4  Number of Errors

5  Total Running Words

6  Genre

1 2
3

4 5

6

1• 800 • 225 • 5800  www.FountasAndPinnellBenchmarkAssessment.com



More Than a Pet • Levelt J • Nonfiction

©

Self-Correction 
Ratio (E   SC)  SC 1:   

1

1 0

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

C

MC M M MR

Fluency Score 0 1  2  3
Scoring Key
0  Primarily word by word; does not reflect meaningful syntax; no stress on words or 

inappropriate stress; monotone voice; no phrasing; slow.1  Primarily in two-word phrases with some three- or four-word groupings and some word 

by word; some awkward representation of syntax; almost no stress on words and/or 

some inappropriate stress; mostly monotone voice; slow almost all of the time.
2  Primarily in three- or four-word phrase groups with some smaller groupings, 

preservation of author’s syntax; little or no expressive interpretation; mostly appropriate 

stress on words; combination of slow reading and good pace.3  Primarily in large, meaningful phrase groups; preservation of author’s syntax; 
appropriate stress on words in almost all reading; smooth delivery with some expressive 

interpretation; appropriate pace with only a few slow downs.

1

1 0

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

C

MC M M MR Reading Rate
End Time     min.    sec.Start Time    min.    sec.Total Time    min.    sec.Total Seconds  

(263  60)  Total Seconds    Words Per Minute

Accuracy 
Rate

Errors 28 or 
more 25–27 23–24 20–22 18–19 15–17 12–14 10–11 7–9 4–6 1–3 0

% Below 
90% 90% 91% 92% 93% 94% 95% 96% 97% 98% 99% 100%

a Pet • Levelt J • Nonfiction
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44

Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

: Oral Reading : Oral Reading continuedcontinued

Sources of Information Used 

Text 

E SC
E SC

M S V M S V

Subtotal End Time    min.    sec.

Totals

ce dogs go to 

ecial school where 
are trained 

lp their owners. 

is a service dog 

elps Lily, his owner.
eds help 

 she can’t see well. 
ame to live with Lily 
e was a puppy. 

Lily were trained together.

al and Lily 

her all the time. 

on to Royal’s harness 
l or on the train. 

es sure it ’s safe 
for Lily to walk.

1

1 0

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

C

MC M M MR

Have the student finish reading the book silently.

More Than a Pet • Levelt J • Nonfiction
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Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

1

Student _________________________________________________ Grade ________ Date ___________________________

Teacher _________________________________________________ School ____________________________________________

Part One: Oral Reading

Place the book in front of the student. Read the title and introduction.

Introduction:  Dogs can be more than pets. They can help people. Therapy dogs help people feel better and service 

dogs help people do things. Read to find out about these two kinds of dogs and what they do.
Sources of Information Used

Page Start Time   min.    sec.
More Than a Pet Level J, RW: 263 E SC

E SC

M S V M S V

Subtotal

1

1 0

1
2

34
5

67
8

9C

MC
M

M
MR

2 Do you know anyone 

who has a pet dog? 

Maybe you have a dog 

in your family. 

Dogs are good pets. 

3 Some dogs are more than pets. 

Two kinds of dogs do special jobs. 

Dogs that make people feel better 

are called therapy dogs. Dogs 

that work are called service dogs .

Recording Form
Because what we choose to record is an indication of 

what we value, each book is accompanied by an 

easy-to-use Recording Form that captures the factors 

research shows most contribute to reading success 

for students: accuracy, fl uency, and comprehension.

Teachers use the form to record:

• Accuracy Rate

• Self-Correction Ratio

• Fluency Score

• Oral Reading Rate

• Comprehension Score



More Than a Pet • Level J • Nonfiction

Recording Form 
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Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Student _________________________________________________________________   Date ___________________________
Write about three ways dogs help people. You can draw a picture to go with your writing.

More Than a Pet • Levelt J • Nonfiction

enchmark Assessment System 1

7

Part Two: Comprehension Conversation continued

Subtotal Score:    /9/9Add 1 for any additional understandings:    //1
Total Score:    //10

hree: Writing About Reading (optional)writing/drawing prompt on the next page to the student. Specify the amount 
student to complete the task. (See Assessment Guide for more information.)

Scoring Key
0 Reflects no understanding of the text.1 Reflects limited understanding of the text.2 Reflects partial understanding of the text.3 Reflects complete understanding of the text.

Scoring Guide
8-10 Excellent Comprehension
7 Satisfactory Comprehension
0–6 Unsatisfactory Comprehension

Key Understandings
Prompts

Score
About the Text
he writer told about one kind of dog that helps people and 
en about another kind.
u can look at the titles to help you find out about the two 
ferent kinds of dogs.

e any additional understandings:

How did the writer organize the information about the dogs in this book?
How does the writer help you find information in the book about how dogs help people?

0  1  2  3
More Than a Pet • Level J • Nonfiction

Recording Form 
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Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Part Two: Comprehension Conversation

Have a conversation with the student, noting the Key Understandings 

the student expresses. Use Prompts as needed to stimulate discussion of 

understandings the student does not express. Score for evidence of all 

understandings expressed—with or without a prompt. Circle the number in 

the score column that reflects the level of understanding demonstrated.

Teacher: Talk about what you learned in this book.

Scoring Key

0  Reflects no understanding of the text. Either does not respond or 

talks off the topic.

1  Reflects very limited understanding of the text. Mentions a few facts 

or ideas but does not express the important information or ideas.

2  Reflects partial understanding of the text. Includes important 

information and ideas but neglects other key understandings.

3  Reflects excellent understanding of the text. Includes almost all 

important information and main ideas.

Key Understandings
Prompts

Score

Within the Text

There are two kinds of dogs that help people.  Some dogs help 

people feel better and some dogs work. (May or may not use 

the terms therapy and service.)

Dogs help people in many different ways.  (Gives 2-3 examples 

such as: dogs cheer people up; they help their owners; they 

make sure the owner is safe; they get things for their owners).

Note any additional understandings:

What were the two kinds of dogs that you 

read about?

What did you learn about therapy dogs?

What did you learn about service dogs?

What else did you learn about the two kinds 

of dogs?

0  1  2  3

Beyond the Text

I didn’t know that (gives examples of new information).

Dogs must be smart because they can learn to help people in 

different ways (or people train them).

Dogs are good pets and they also can do a lot more things to 

help people.

Note any additional understandings:

What new information did you learn about 

dogs when you read this book?

Why do you think dogs are able to be so 

helpful?

Why do you think dogs are so important 

to people?

0  1  2  3

Continued on next page.

Following the reading of each book, students are 

invited to engage in a Comprehension Conversation 

about the text. Each recording form is provided with 

key understandings and prompts for all three kinds of 

thinking that students engage in as they process text. 

The Comprehension Conversation that completes the 

assessment protocol provides prompts to elicit key 

understandings for all three kinds of thinking:

• Thinking Within the Text
getting the literal meaning by processing 

words and stated ideas

• Thinking Beyond the Text
getting the implied meaning and 

synthesizing information

• Thinking About the Text
responding to the author’s craft, level J 

and above

For further information on a student’s comprehension 

of the text, an optional writing/drawing prompt 

appears with each Recording Form. Additional 

summary pages will assist teachers in documenting 

the progress of individual students and the 

entire class.

1• 800 • 225 • 5800  www.FountasAndPinnellBenchmarkAssessment.com
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Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

7

Vowel Clusters Assessment Individual Record

List 1
List 2

List 3

Vowel 
Cluster

✓ If the child 

shows good control 

of vowel cluster

Vowel 
Cluster

✓ If the child 

shows good control 

of vowel cluster

Vowel 
Cluster

✓ If the child 

shows good control 

of vowel cluster

seal
awful

pour

sail
cows

pearl

rain

crawl
boar

stain
cry

air

meal
toe

career

boat
spoon

your

main
new

hair

boat
few

tier

main
good

poor

real
gray

rear

speak
book

floor

sheets
bye

peer

float
grief

soar

bean
grow

peel
house

sweet
moon

neat
snow

heat
pout

braid
power

lean
spray

soap
thief

train
why

seen
wood

goat

road

ee
ay ou

eer ier

ai
aw ow

ear our

ea
ew oe

air oor

oa
ie y

oar

oo ye

Phonics
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Vowel Clusters Word List 1

Read the Words: List 1

Phonics
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Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

3

Description Children read words with vowels that appear together and represent one sound.You Need u Vowel Cluster Lists 1, 2 and 3 (included at the end of this section).u Vowel Clusters Assessment—Individual Record
Why Use It u Children need to learn various vowel combinations that often appear together in 

words. This knowledge will help them build the capacity to remember how the works 

“look” rather than relying only on the sound. Knowing several examples for each 

vowel cluster will help children narrow down the options when they are considering 

two or more possible spelling for a word.How to Use It u Begin by reviewing the list of words found on the individual record. Select the list 

that is most appropriate for your group of children. List 1 contains simple vowel 

combinations (ee, ea, ai, oa) that children may have learned in second grade. For an 

experience group, you may want to begin with List 2, going on to List 3 if the children 

find the tasks very easy.
u Have children read the list individually. Record their responses on the Individual 

Record by checking the words read accurately and recording substitutions.
u It is not necessary for the child to produce 100% accuracy of all vowel combinations; 

consider the principle learned if there is a high level of accuracy. You will not need to 

provide a lesson on every vowel combination. If the children know the principle and 

quite a few combinations, they will learn more from reading and writing.What to Notice u Number of words with vowel clusters the child can read.u Number of words with vowel clusters for which the child can provide accurate 
representation of the cluster.

u Particular vowel clusters the child controls in reading.

Vowel Clusters

Optional Assessments
Fountas and Pinnell realize that individual school systems may 

choose to assess specifi c aspects of children’s reading in more 

detail so they’ve provided additional tools. 

All the optional assessments 

can be found in both the 

Assessment Forms Book 

and the Assessment 

Forms CD–ROM.

Assessments include:

Reading Interview

Where-to-Start Word Test 

Phonics/Word Structure

• Letter Recognition: Uppercase 

and Lowercase Naming

• Early Literacy Behaviors

• High-Frequency Word List

• Phonological Awareness: Initial Sounds

• Phonological Awareness: Blending Words

• Phonological Awareness: Segmenting Words

• Phonological Awareness: Rhyming

• Phonics: Word Writing

• Phonics: Writing Picture Names

• Phonics: Phonograms

• Phonics: Consonant Blends

• Phonics: Vowel Clusters

• Word Structure: Suffi xes

• Word Structure: Prefi xes

• Word Structure: Compounds

• Word Structure: One- and Two-Syllable Words

• Word Structure: Syllables in Longer Words

• Phonics/Word Structure: 

Grades 1–8 Features Word Reading

Vocabulary Assessments

• Concept Words—Number

• Concept Words—Color

• Concept Words in Isolation

• Concept Words in Sentences

• Synonyms

• Antonyms

• Homophones

• Homographs

Vocabulary in Context: Children use context to 
correctly identify the meaning of three words 
from each leveled Benchmark book.

• Level A–Z Fiction

• Level A–Z Nonfi ction



Solving words
# Slow down speech to assist in word by word matching.# Recognize a few easy high frequency words.# Locate familiar, easy high frequency words by noticing anything about the 

word.
# Say word to hear first sound and connect to first letter # Locate familiar, easy high frequency words by noticing anything about the 

word.
# Say word to hear first sound and connect to first letter# Say word and predict first letter before locating it# Use knowledge of language syntax as a source of information to check 

on the accuracy of reading
# Use word by word matching to self-monitor/self-correct.# Use known words to self-monitor and self-correct.Monitoring and Correcting# Use knowledge of language syntax as a source of information to check 

on the accuracy of reading
# Use word by word matching to self-monitor/self-correct.# Use known words to self-monitor and self-correct.# Use prior knowledge to monitor and self-correct# Show evidence of close attention to print# Use knowledge of language syntax as a source of information to check 

on the accuracy of reading
# Use word by word matching to self-monitor/self-correct.# Use known words to self-monitor and self-correct.# Use prior knowledge to monitor and self-correct# Show evidence of close attention to printSearching for and Using Information# Search for and use information in pictures# Search for information in the print

# Reread to search for information
# Search for information in the print# Use oral language in combination with pointing-matching voice to words

Summarizing
# Remember what story is about during reading# Show some evidence of putting words together in two or three three 

word phrases while pointing
# Use knowledge of language syntax as a source of information to check 

on the accuracy of reading
# Use word by word matching to self-monitor/self-correct.# Use known words to self-monitor and self-correct.# Use prior knowledge to monitor and self-correct# Show evidence of close attention to printMaintaining Fluency

# Show some evidence of putting words together in two or three three 
word phrases while pointing

# Search for and use information in pictures# Search for information in the print# Reread to search for information# Search for information in the print# Use oral language in combination with pointing-matching voice to words
on the page (indicated by crisp pointing)# Reread to search for information# Search for information in the print

Adjusting
# Slow down to problem solve words and resume reading with momentum
# Locate familiar, easy high frequency words by noticing anything about the 

word.
# Say word to hear first sound and connect to first letter# Say word and predict first letter before locating it# Search for information in the print# Reread to search for information# Search for information in the print# Use oral language in combination with pointing-matching voice to words

on the page (indicated by crisp pointing)

Part II: A Grade Level Continuum of LearningGuided Reading (Levels A–Z)

Level P (continued)
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...within the text?

Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and SupportIs your student thinking...

# Hear and say phonemes in words
# Say words and clap syllables
# Match lower case letters (isolated or in namesor words), looking closely at features

# Say words slowly to hear and writesome sounds
# Say a word to predict the first letter andlocate the word

# Make a few easy high frequency words withmagnetic letters (examples: I, is, in, it, the)
# Make connections between names and otherwords
# Locate high frequency words in level A texts# Make connections between names and otherwords
# Locate high frequency words in level A texts

Work Work & Guided ReadingBased on observation of reading and writing behaviors

Guided Reading (Levels A–Z)

Level P

At level A readers use their emerging knowledge of print to move left to right
across one line of print. • They need to differentiate print from pictures and move
through the text from front to back. • Usually they use a finger to point under the
words as their eyes learn to follow print, gradually gaining control of the process.
• They need to differentiate print from pictures and move through the text from
front to back. • Usually they use a finger to point under words as their eyes fol-
low print. • Usually they use a finger to point under the words as their eyes learn
to follow print, gradually gaining control of the process. • They need to differenti-
ate print from pictures and move through the text from front to back. At level A
readers use their emerging knowledge of print to move left to right across one line
of print. • They need to differentiate print from pictures and move through the text
from front to back. • Usually they use a finger to point under the words as their
eyes learn to follow print, gradually gaining control of the process. • They need to
differentiate print from pictures and move through the text from front to back. •

Usually they use a finger to point under words as their eyes follow print. • Usually
they use a finger to point under the words as their eyes learn to follow print, grad-
ually gaining control of the process. • They need to differentiate print from pic-
tures and move through the text from front to back. • Usually they use a finger to
point under the words as their eyes learn to follow print, gradually gaining control
of the process. • They need to differentiate print from pictures and move through
the text from front to back. • Usually they use a finger to point under words as
their eyes follow print. • Usually they use a finger to point under the words as
their eyes learn to follow print, gradually gaining control of the process. • They
need to differentiate print from pictures and move through the text from front to
reading the back. • They need to differentiate print from pictures and move
through the text from front to back. • Usually they use a finger to point under
words as their eyes follow print. • Usually they use a finger to point under the
words as their eyes learn to follow print, gradually gaining control of the process.

At Level P...

Text CharacteristicsGenre/Forms
GENRES:
Realistic fiction
Simple animal fantasyTraditional folk tales
Short poems, nursery rhymes, and songsFactual texts--ABC books, label books, concept books, counting
books, very simple informational booksFORMS:
Picture books
Wordless picture booksPoems
Oral Stories
Short poems

Text Structure
Simple structure with beginning, series of episodes, and an ending
Stories with repeating patternsMany traditional tales with particular structures (cumulative tales, cir-
cular stories, use of “three’s”)Many books with repetition of episodes and refrainsInformational texts with simple description on each page--sometimes

repeating patterns
Informational texts that present a clear and simple sequenceContent

Familiar topics--animals, pets, families, food, plants, school, friends,
growing, senses, neighborhood, weather and seasons, health 
A few topics beyond children’s immediate experiences--farm
Everyday events--eating, playing, shoppingLanguage and word play--rhymes, nonsense, alliteration, alphabetThemes and IdeasObvious themes such as sharing, being friends, belonging, growing,

responsibility, behaviorHumor that is easy to grasp (silly games)

Language and Literary FeaturesSimple dialogue easily attributed to charactersSome figurative language that is easy to understandFully developed plotsMemorable charactersCharacters that change for reasons that are clear within the text
(learn lessons from mistakes)

Sentence ComplexitySentences that are complex but also easy for children to follow
Sentences that are more complex than children would use in oral
conversation
A few sentences that are long with many embedded phrases and
clauses

Vocabulary
Many words that are in children’s speaking vocabularyA few new content words related to concepts children are learning
that are easy to explain Some words of high interest that will be memorable to childrenWords

Attention to vocabulary will take into account word complexityIllustrations
Large, clear, colorful illustrations in a variety of mediaIllustrations that offer high support for comprehensionVery simple graphics such as maps and labeled drawingsBook and Print FeaturesTitle, author and illustrator on cover and title pageSome special features in the illustrations and print that engage inter-

est and make texts interactive (pop-up books, lift flap books, “see
through” holes, sound effects, etc.)Some books with print in a large enough font for children to see dur-
ing read aloud

A Continuum:
Teachers’ Link to Instruction
Where other assessment and benchmark systems leave you wondering “Now what?” 

Fountas and Pinnell have provided a link from assessment to instruction via proven 

classroom practices such as guided reading and read aloud.

Included in each Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System is A Continuum 

of Literacy Learning: A Guide to Teaching (Fountas and Pinnell, 2007).

This book contains seven continua. Each continuum focuses on an area of the language 

arts curriculum. Six continua provide grade level expectations and are designed for 

planning group instruction. The seventh, the Guided Reading continuum, is organized 

by Fountas and Pinnell level from A to Z and correlates directly with the Fountas and 

Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System levels.

The continua provide specifi c descriptions of the texts that students 

read, listen to, write, and perform. In addition, each continuum lists 

specifi c behaviors and understandings that are required at each 

level for students to demonstrate thinking within, beyond, and 

about the text. These behaviors and understandings describe 

what students will be expected to do in order to effectively read 

and understand the text. 

A Continuum of Literacy Learning

Interactive Read Aloud and Literature Discussion
Grades K–8

Shared and Performance Reading
Grades K–8

Writing About Reading
Grades K–8

Writing
Grades K–8

Oral, Visual, and Technological 
Communication 

Grades K–8

Phonics and Word Analysis
Grades K–8

Guided Reading
Levels A–Z

1• 800 • 225 • 5800  www.FountasAndPinnellBenchmarkAssessment.com



Technology Support
Assessment Forms CD-ROM
The Assessment Forms CD-ROM enables teachers to print out the 

assessment forms and summary sheets contained in the Benchmark 

Assessment Forms Book. Teachers can select forms by book level, 

title, and genre, and print them in enlarged type, if they prefer, for 

easier reading.

All forms for the system are available in a book of blackline 

masters in addition to the CD-ROM.

The Assessment Data Management CD-ROM
With this valuable tool, teachers can manage students’ scores, analyze 

progress over time, and compare data among individual students, small 

groups, and whole classrooms. All reports are printable and customizable.

The Professional Development DVD
The Professional Development DVD provides a strong foundational 

understanding of the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System as 

well as training for teachers implementing the system.

The DVD features:

• a walk through the components of the System

• step-by-step guidance on administration procedures

• multiple models, at a variety of grade levels, of teachers and students 

engaged in the assessment

• in-depth discussion, along with opportunities to observe and practice 

scoring, analyzing, and interpreting an assessment.

F&P Calculator/Stopwatch
A specially designed F&P Calculator/Stopwatch helps execute the specifi c 

functions related to the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System, 

including prompts for accuracy score, reading rate, and self-correction ratio.

1• 800 • 225 • 5800  www.FountasAndPinnellBenchmarkAssessment.com



Professional Development
For the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System

Heinemann Professional Development offers live on-site and off-site professional learning 

opportunities to support the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System.

OFF-SITE

Benchmark Institute

Learn from the creators of the 
Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark 
Assessment System at a 
summer institute

Colorado Springs, CO

July 30–31, 2007

Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell showcase 
their important new product in a two-day institute 
that will:

• provide each participant with a Fountas & 
Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 
(either System 1 for Grades K–2 or System 2 
for Grades 3–8), as well as a copy of 
A Continuum of Literacy Learning: A Guide 
to Teaching, a combined retail value of $225

• show participants how to maximize the effective 
and effi cient use of the system

• examine the thinking behind the creation of 
the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment 
System

• give participants all the tools they need to begin 
using this powerful system right away.

Pricing

The registration rate is $895. Group discounts 
are available. For more information, 
visit pd.heinemann.com.

ON-SITE

Benchmark Professional Support

Provide your teachers with author-developed, 
on-site professional development that is:

• Scheduled by individual schools or districts

• Presented by author-selected, author-trained 

consultants.

Benchmark Professional Support, designed by the 
authors and presented by Heinemann Consultants, 
offers schools and districts the opportunity to 
provide their teachers with on-site training and 
support. Through demonstration and hands-on 
practice, K–8 teachers acquire the knowledge and 
experience to effectively implement the Fountas & 
Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System. 

Pricing

The cost for Benchmark Professional Support 
ranges from $3,500 to $4,250, and includes the 
consultant’s fee and travel expenses. The Fountas 
& Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System must 
be purchased separately. For more information, 
visit pd.heinemann.com.

Visit pd.heinemann.com or call 800-541-2086 for more information



Animal Instincts
by Donna Latham

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2
An instinct is something you are born ready to do.  Read to find about the 

instincts dogs and cats have. 

em 2

 RW 205

E 22

P

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Anna was getting ready for school, and her mom said she might need to get 

glasses to see better. But Anna didn’t want glasses. Read to find out what 

happened with her new glasses.

 RW 221

E 23

F

1

A Secret Home
by Sarah Wolbach

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

Leonard and Beth go on a hiking expedition through Mint Canyon with 

their Aunt Maddy. Read to find out what they learned about spiders on 

their hike.  RW 199

E 21

QFountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

In this book, you will learn how a Monarch butterfly changes from an egg 

to a caterpillar. Read to find out how it turns its skin into a chrysalis and 

comes out as a butterfly.

 RW 223

E 24

M
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OBITUARY
Coretta Scott King 1927–2006

by Gabriel Kidd

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 2

This is an obituary for Coretta Scott King. Read to learn about the 
important things she did in her lifetime. 

 RW 219

E 24

WFountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

A girl named Hanna is tired of her younger brother Nathan so she trades him 

for her friend Jerry’s little brother William.  Read to find out what happened.

 RW 265

E 28

M

The Thing
About Nathan

by Sharon Fearillustrated by Lyle Miller

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 1

Carl has a teacher named Mr. Brown. Carl tells all the things he and the 
other children in his class like to do with their teacher, Mr. Brown. RW 113

E 12

D

To Order or for more information
Phone: 800.225.5800
Fax: 877.231.6980

For more information and to review all 

Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment Books, visit: 

www.FountasAndPinnellBenchmarkAssessment.com

P.O. Box 6926

Portsmouth, NH 03802-6926
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Component List
Fountas & Pinnell
Benchmark Assessment System 1
(0-325-00806-X, 978-0-325-00806-6)

• Grades K–2, Levels A–N

• 28 Books (14 Fiction and 14 Nonfi ction)

• Assessment Guide 

• Assessment Forms Book

• Assessment Forms CD-ROM

• Optional Assessments Item Book

• Assessment  Data Management CD-ROM

• Professional Development DVD

• A Continuum of Literacy Learning: 

A Guide to Teaching

• 30 Student Folders

• F&P Calculator/Stopwatch

• $225.00

Fountas & Pinnell
Benchmark Assessment System 2
(0-325-01191-5, 978-0-325-01191-2)

• Grades 3–8, Levels L–Z

• 30 Books (15 Fiction and 15 Nonfi ction)

• Assessment Guide 

• Assessment Forms Book

• Assessment Forms CD-ROM

• Optional Assessments Item Book

• Assessment Data Management CD-ROM

• Professional Development DVD

• A Continuum of Literacy Learning: 

A Guide to Teaching

• 30 Student Folders

• F&P Calculator/Stopwatch

• $225.00
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